Humanities: Europe Shared Project 

A Renaissance Businessman’s Travelogue to Mediterranean Port Cities

The Mediterranean Port Cities of the Renaissance:


Italy

The Eastern Mediterranean 




1-Venice

4-Constantinople / Istanbul




2-Naples

5-Athens




3-Genoa

6-Tyre




Western Mediterranean
North African Coast



7-Valencia


10-Alexandria




8-Seville








9-Cordoba

Directions:


Write a travelogue as if you were a businessman traveling to the important port cities of the early Renaissance period. The Crusades were ending and many products were then available from the Middle and Far East. Products like spices and silk were new to Europeans, and many people would pay high prices for these items if they appeared in European shops and marketplaces. 

Businessmen traveled to ports all along the Mediterranean coastline to purchase and arrange shipping of eastern products to European ports. When they grow rich they buy the works of artists to decorate their newly-built palaces. Great artists like Leonardo DaVinci were supported by such wealthy businessmen and the Pope of the Church in Rome.
 In addition to your travelogue you will need to draw a map of the Mediterranean Sea and coastline sometime in the period between 1300 and 1600 A.D. 

You could also describe in your travelogue the 3 cities, any special points of interest ( the most beautiful buildings, bridges, churches, or other sites ). 

The map of the Mediterranean Sea coastline should indicate the locations of the port cities listed above. 

Indicate on your map, with lines and arrows, trade routes between 5 ports cities and the products which were shipped to and from those cities. 

                                                                          Europe Shared Project Rubric

A Renaissance Businessman’s Travel Log to Mediterranean Ports

	
	1
	2
	3
	4

	Historical accuracy

20 points
	Little or no background information about trade conducted throughout the Mediterranean Region 
	Some background information about what kind of trade was conducted during the early Renaissance 
	Historically accurate report which gives much general information about trade between areas and ports of the Mediterranean
	Fully develops information about trade conducted throughout the Mediterranean and between ports cities

	Details about products, cities, and trade routes

25 points
	Few, or no, details about products, cities, and trade routes


	Some details about products, cities, and trade routes


	Many details about products, cities, and trade routes


	Complete details about products, cities, and trade routes



	Map of Region

30 points
	Roughly drawn region (or wrong region) with few, or no labels indicating ports, products and routes
	Clearly drawn features, but with few indicated ports, products and routes
	The map is clearly drawn and many ports, products and routes are  clearly labeled. 


	Map is clearly drawn, with all ports, products and routes clearly drawn and labeled 

	Writing skills

25 points
	Writing shows few signs of organization, structure, and is without proper grammar, punctuation, sentence structure, spelling, etc.
	Writing shows some aspects of organization, but is missing some components of structure, and has some problems with grammar, punctuation, sentence structure, spelling, etc.
	Writing is organized, containing an introduction, a body, and a conclusion, proper grammar, sentence structure, spelling, etc.
	Writing has all aspects of proper organization, grammar, spelling,

Sentence structure, etc. 


Total: 100 points

