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Africa:  Shared Project

Memoir: What must it have been like to be…?
Task: Choose a historical figure from African history and write that person’s memoir as if you were that person.  The choices are:

· Mansa Musa

· Ibn Battuta

· Jomo Kenyatta

· Kwame Nkrumah

Your memoir must be done in 6 parts.  

· Part 1:

· Gather your source material:

· You must use at least one of each the following sources:

· Book

· Internet

· Magazine/newspaper/journal
· Part 2:

· You must include a graph of important events that occurred in that person’s life (separate piece of graph paper).  Include in your graph a timeline (horizontal axis) with significant events (both good and bad) and an Emotion Meter (vertical axis) indicating how positive or negative the event was on a scale of one to ten.  The graph must include appropriate labels and title.
· Part 3:

· Create a map of the places that the person has visited (separate page).  Trace their steps in chronological order.  Include in your map all labels for the distinguishing features of the places he/she visited.  I. E. geographic landmarks and historical settings.
· Part 4 (Writing):

· Write your historical figure’s memoir in first person point of view. 
Be sure to include:
· Important accomplishments in person’s life

· Challenges/obstacles that the person had to overcome
· Date and place of birth and death 

· Family information
· What shaped this person’s life?

· How did this person’s actions create change?
· Skills:

· Determining importance (analysis of accomplishments)

· Chronological order

· Voice

· Reading graphics/maps

· Writing in the past tense

· Literary Elements:

· Point of View

· Setting

· Part 5: Reflection

· What have you learned about this person’s life that you didn’t know before?

· What text to self connections did you realize while writing this person’s memoir?

· How might these new realizations impact your life?

· What would you ask this person if you could speak with him/her?

· What would you say to him/her?

· What have you learned about writing from this project?

· Part 6: Work Cited/bibliography

· Using the correct format for APA documentation, create a Work Cited/bibliography citing your sources.  
Memoir Rubric
Name _____________________





Peer Editor _________________
	
	1 Below Average
	2 Approaching
	3 Average
	4 Above Average

	Source 
Materials
	Collected less than one of each type of source material and/or each does not have unique information
	Collected at least one of each type of source material and each does not have unique information
	Collected at least one of each type of source material and each has unique information
	Collected more than one of each type of source material and each has unique information

	Graph ½ 
	The graph has no parts labeled clearly, does not have an appropriate title, and is not done neatly
	The graph may have some parts labeled clearly, or does not have an appropriate title, or is not done neatly
	The graph has all parts labeled clearly, has an appropriate title, and is done neatly 
	The graph has all parts labeled clearly, has an appropriate title, and is done neatly in color

	Map ½ 
	The map does not have the route that the person took, or is not in chronological order, or does not have the distinguishing features labeled
	The map has the route that the person took not clearly defined, or is not in chronological order, or does not have the distinguishing features labeled clearly
	The map has the route that the person took clearly defined, is in chronological order, and has the distinguishing features labeled clearly
	The map is in color and has the route that the person took clearly defined, is in chronological order, and has the distinguishing features labeled clearly

	Writing
	The memoir is not in first person POV, or excludes significant dates, achievements, obstacles, family information, inspiration, and changes from the person’s life in chronological order with mistakes that hinder comprehension
	The memoir is in first person POV, May not include some significant dates, achievements, obstacles, family information, inspiration, and changes from the person’s life in chronological order with many mistakes that do not hinder comprehension
	The memoir is in first person POV, includes significant dates, achievements, obstacles, family information, inspiration, and changes from the person’s life in chronological order with few mistakes that do not hinder comprehension
	The memoir is in first person POV, includes significant dates, achievements, obstacles, family information, inspiration, and changes from the person’s life in chronological order with virtually no mistakes 

	Reflection
	Reflection answers only three or less parts
	Reflection answers at least four parts
	Reflection answers all six parts
	Reflection is well written, answers all six parts at length

	Work Cited/ Bibliography
	Is missing information 
	Has all information may not be in  alphabetical order and has many typographical errors
	Has all information in alphabetical order but may have typographical errors
	Has all information in alphabetical order and has no typographical errors


Score ______
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